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If all its products are counted m the total  the coco nut
forms the most important export crop    It is the natural crop
for the narrow coastal plains of the south and east and the
gro\\mg modern demand caused b> the various uses  from
butter substitute to cattle food  maintains a stead\ market
\ ery large plantations haAe been established and the Philip
pines are the leading region ot copra production in the \\orld
Recently great strides have been made m impro\mg methods
of production    The same applies to the bugar cane mdustrv

FIG  120   COCO NLT RAFTS  PHILIPPINES
The uorld s insatiable demand for -vegetable oils is the explanation
of this curious method of assembling and transporting the coco nuts
Formerly the methods of refining \vere in sharp contrast to
the more up to date methods employed in Hawaii and other
parts of the \\orld In 1913 there \\as only one modern